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Swami Adhyatmananda

|l 9Td S IRE: 1

IR i 3T TEhR o1 G Fevft & e w 3=
i ufert yftt | Twg gug W Ear & war ¥ | @ T
JUIhTE H STel T ST I 3ht IRTE 379 freada ae
Te¥ § 3TTaTted @, feea Sfa we, REme o %
fadma wimremg 1T AR qSIET UTEAET
o TEEOTRICE o YARIY § BH TATT o HeHrd |
TR, THd 37 6 o TS H hoqdTd i 1 s
IS 3T T |

QTS 39Te ordlta &1 T | forg o7t oft g g W
T T R U T B T & foh S 7 31T ge E b
EIGEZIEEL

Tereree 8 Bt % de w geh foear § g
9 A BT § IR T 3 Heh el 1 TR
SUH STHTHA G371 AT | 37! Toh &1 el oft, 32 3T 6
qfER d A T fe e |

ITSIehel UTd:hTel Ush &9 | Gifiq f31em ume
Fh AT ¢d T3 § forht o aTel helreh i ..
il ST SITSIR ORI ST Hehal 8, dsl 37 Teid |,
ST - Uoh o, e, Tedarh, g, o=
TTId | YA 371 ha AT oh g1 STTETiT 5 2reX
T T TH 1 €1 EE2TTH 9T | S1T9 Uferst <TG o HifeTeh

2132 SR Tgui h WUSR | F¥ Fdid B W/ |
THI 0 SEER § TFa-y o1 @1 | 59 off 2ft Tead
TS H STTHA I T, Shelel Ueh HTA i ohid &1 98 41e
A AT |

%3 o HTeg ohY i @ oft iRafaa ot 2 3Tmueh
FEATER,, TS 1 T 3T I[E, IR ht f3Te eqma |
IR T STt a2 Rl 81, foheg TRati i Hearsew <l
TET | 310 T & 7 chal el ITeAHT, Fet T TR @HaTH
Torrara wrs, foheg Wit o Tl o SR o ket & oft
3T AR |

el STHHM heATehR THeh-TTTER & ford
T S L T, 3R R 3109 %3 A 9.9 9 31
oft e Ha ¥ gd aread ot 59 | Sfie A 1 R
T ST § STHEE B oa qeiT UshaTs i 2118 o
3= T A9 %! G AT & <Al T4 | g3 AR
Y Y ATk FEIYH THUT HeH e e, Helt 3
@t fogee 1 W qor @, fomee @
I ATH g3 |

TR U TR (TEHIETE) a1 379 3719k

fama iR e seqgfaertr 1 T e g E g g,
Toheq wrfer o T e U et guR et sy - witfe




1 TAN TEhid, GERR 3T Il 1 Hew
TG T TR AT FR R T, oA & |

3Tk ST T o ST TR
fowa & weft et § v&qa & 9% &, fRg
IF SfaH-shad 1 AT 3Tk THIT
AN § I AT ok TIEH F IR
RO, T % gfd ST Strerst qon den | &
Tgfy, e 3R fehue e Sfam arefe;
e R|

ATST 31T AT et Sfta 2m o6 v
TRH R TR ¢ | 374 AT b1 AT AR g |
Y Sfiae T ATIRT ST, ATIHT iEH
YT STETS T HIYH TRl YRA TTRA
Hed e T 3TRee oL, Je HiTed J1eiT |

3ok G YT SFHIcHd 9 3Teh!
ST HTATST 3T 3779k foed Uier & T
TR o Wl e aiET | Td STie Ig: | 20

T AT
37e778], FR1ATE T4, STEHaTEIG




Pt Ravi Shankar

Dear Shekhar,

Some years ago my mind was blown away when |
first saw you in your production of “‘Kabeer’ in Delhi!

The whole conception of your one-man show
with your singing, your compositions, acting, plus all
the details was unbelievable!

Shekhar, | admire you as a great creative artist.
With my love & blessing for your 50th birthday.

Bharatratna Pt. Ravi Shankar
Sitar Maestro
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Pushpa Bharti
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Dear Shekhar Ji,

Please accept my heartiest
greetings on your 50th Birthday. Wish
you many many happy returns of the Day.

Your contribution to the
development of our Art and Culture is
immense and the country expects further
enrichment by you for many more years
to come.

Somnath Chatterjee
Former Speaker, Loksabha
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Dinesh T rived|

| have had the privilege to know Shri
Shekhar Sen for quite a few years now and my
public life has given me a lot of opportunities to
meet up with many eminent personalities in
various fields including the world of art and
creativity. | can truly say that Shri Shekhar Sen
is that jewel in the crown which shines out with
his entire persona. As a matter of fact while I am
writing this | cannot think of an appropriate
adjective that would really describe Shri
Shekhar Sen.

He is one of the very few artistes who
merges himself totally with the character he
depicts through plays, whether it is Sant
Tulsidas, Kabir or Swami Vivekanand. When
one watches Shri Sen portray these great

personalities, one looses the sense of time and
space and feels transported into their era! For
one artiste to do all this right from singing to
dialogue to acting, needs God gifted inborn
talentand dedication.

Shri Shekhar Sen's plays are a great
source of inspiration, especially for the younger
generation. Above all, he is a great human
being.

On this joyous occasion of his 50"

birthday, 1 wish him many many more such
years in the service of humanity.

God bless.

Dinesh Trivedi
Minister of State for Health & Family Welfare
Government of India
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Jagjit Singh

My dear Shekhar Babu,

Many-many happy returns of the day. You will
be 50 years young on Feb. 16th and hope to see you
jumping on the stage for next fifty years. God bless
you. Keep on doing the work which you are doing.
Keep the same focus.

May God give you more talent and more
knowledge.

Jagjit Singh
Renowned Ghazal Singer
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Vishwanath Sachdev
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Shweta Sen
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Saurabh Sen

MY BABA - AS | SEE HIM

It is a saying that parents are the representative of god on
the earth. I find the statement absolutely sensible.

Since childhood | find my baba’s presence in every
moment of my life. Though he is very busy yet he keeps an eye on
my every activity. Unlike other parents he never pressurises me in
studies. He expects me to become a good human being rather than
to achieve a big position in any field. He is always against the rat
race in the society.

Baba is always concerned about the entertainment part of
my life whether a film show, eating out or touring abroad. | have
covered half of the world with him and achieved many
experiences.

My father is an excellent cook. Whenever he enters in the
kitchen prepares good food for us.

Keep it up babaalways like this.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY.

Saurabh Sen
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@ Shekharjiisavery rare specimen of a COMPLETE artiste to
the core - asinger, a writer, acomposer, an actor, a director, a
visionary and above all a pure-transparent all-loving human

being - all rolled-into one... 37 At TSI (productions

like Kabeer, Tulsi, Vivekanand, others Rasbhai has yet to
see) H Ueh & k¥ 7 @S qaT @ : WHe ™ 1, human

concern.
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From the viewpoint of QUALITY of life, he has so
meaningfully lived till this day (add life to years, not years to
life' is a well known saying) he has already completed more
than EQUIVALENT 100 years, now the remaining years
actually lived in future, will be 100+ ‘'bonus' years!!
Numerical age just does not matter for a genius called
Shekhar Sen.

May the All Merciful Almighty Keep Shekharji - Shwetaji -
Saurabh... and all in the Sen family.

-ETERNALLY BLESSED.

TETAERT TETE
TSI % R0 TTH






Pt Shivkumar Sharma

Shekhar Sen is a rare phenomenon in the field Music composition and theater. He is
thoroughly trained classical vocalist, a gifted composer and extraordinary actor. He has
created history by presenting such unforgettable one man acts like Swami Vivekanand,
Kabir, Tulsidas and latest Saahab. | don’t think ever in the past, we have seen such a
personality who is doing the role of different characters, himself composing the music and
also singing live. It requires not only gift of composition but thorough training in music and
ability to act but overall blessings of God to bring out all these different art forms, in such a
beautiful manner by one single individual. Behind all this, is his greatest asset of being most
unassuming and humble person.

| send my best wishes on his 50th Birthday. Wishing him a very long life full of
creativity, good health and more such creation.

Kind regards.

Pt. Shivkumar Sharma
Santoor Maestro







Ustad Zakir Hussain

Shekhar Sen ji is one of those truly gifted artists who have taken on
the challenge of reviving the works of Greats such as Kabir, Tulsidas and
Swami Vivekanand, through his novel art. His performances are a perfect
blend of his numerous talents.

His shows are mesmerizing due to the ease with which he blends
different art forms to convey the much needed social message in our
changing times today.

I wish him all the very best in all his creative endeavors and hope his
arttouches the hearts and souls of people worldwide.

Zakir Hussain
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Rajendra Gupta
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T ushar Bhatia
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Anuradha Paudwal

The name Shekhar Sen to me is
synonymous of a person, musician, artist,
writer and scholar par excellence but a truly
humble human being. He is a very dear family
friend and my heart is filled with great warmth
as | think of the wonderful musical times that
we have shared. His work has been nothing but
the best since the first time we met and worked
together

In the mid eighties, | greatly desired to
record something for Ma Kali / Devi but did not
know what. It was divine intervention when |
met Shekhar da with his then partner Kalyan in
Indore as | had returned from the darshan of
Mahakaal one of the most powerful shrines of
Lord Shiva. Shekhar Da's insight helped me
realise my first musical offering to Ma which
was inspired by Her and in that sense She chose
dada to help voice my feelings for Her through
music. Durga Saptashati in Sanskrit and Hindi
is to date one of the most powerful and beautiful
scriptures recorded and have literally cured
listeners of illnesses like depression and
insomnia.

This was the beginning of an era ruled
by devotional music and our association with
T-Series. We recorded a hundred greatest
religious works of our country like Bhagwad
Geeta, Meera Bhajans, Tulsi Bhajan Amrut,
Amrutvanis with scores by Shekhar da. The
musical presentation was so apt that it seemed
like the Gods were composing through him. We
have worked on one such project called Shakti
inspired by Shyama Sangeet traditional Bengali
Kali Bhajans but in Hindi that also received
immense love from music critics and simple
devoteesalike.

Fans and contemporaries are aware of
dada's musical skills but little know that he is an
exceptionally gifted writer, once again a
reflection of his scholarly genius. In recent
times he has penned and acted in wonderful one
act one man plays based on lives of the greatest
saints of India like Sant Kabir and scholar
philosophers like Swami Vivekanand. He has
pulled full houses with his superb music,
excellent renditions and without over the top
production and props which are the call of the



day. Infactas a fellow devotee of
Dakshineshwar Kali watching
his interpretation of Ramkrishna
Paramhansa (Vivekanands
guru) and his bhaav (emotions)
for Ma Kali (the formers
guiding source) reduces one to
tears.

Such is Shekhar da's
work that is rich in content and
laced with so much emotion that
it stays with you. Once again he
is family and someone we are
very proud of. My warmest
wishes on his fiftieth birthday
and hope he has a wonderful
innings ahead. We need artists
like him who only have the best
to give the world.

Anuradha Paudwal
Noted Playback Singer
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Pt Anind Parikh

Shekhar Sen perhaps could be
renamed as “Shikhar” Sen because he
has reached the shikhar or the pinnacle
of the edifice of both music and theatre.

He is indeed a unique
“phenomenon”, as it is on rare
occasions that we experience deeply
moving emotions that we feel when we
witness his “one-man” shows,
projecting vivid personifactions of
greats of our glorious past.

The fact that he will complete
50 years of his eventful life on 16"
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February 2011 would indeed be a
milestone of his fantastic artistic
journey.

As a great admirer of
Shekharji, | take this opportunity of
conveying our sincere and heartfelt
congratulations, as well as best wishes,
for him to have a glorious future
bringing joy to many of his fans and a
sense of personal satisfaction to him,
which every artiste experiences on
achieving great heights in his
endeavours, by the Grace of the
Almighty.

Pt. Arvind Parikh
Sitar Maestro
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Pt Ronu Majumdar

Shekhar Da is a genius in many aspects of Art. | know him for
last 25 years and always found him in search of new art forms. His
contributions are beyond any category or any form of music. He has a
power of changing any human being's life or thinking.

| share a very loving relationship with him and Shekhar Da has
always loved me as his younger brother.

| am so happy that he is in his Fiftieth year of his life, carrying all
the glories along.

May God give him the strength and good health to serve the
world for another Fifty years and much more with his phenomenal
talent.

Ronu Majumdar
Noted Flautist







Pt AJoy Chakrabarty

My very best wishes and prayers for
SHEKHAR SEN

Shekhar Sen is a fabulously iconic name
shining like a polestar in today's musical
firmament. God gave us some rare artistes
dropped on earth but Shekhar 1 trust is one of
the rarest of them a who's who in the
contemporary musicopedia, an amazing
bewilderment as to how he talks, sings and
portrays the enactment of the personality he
represents on stage in the same breath.
Audience-cum-spectators get riotous in
splitting their moments in relishing the intellect
of hisaudio-visual chemistry.

Shekhar makes his audio-viewers Dbelieve
seeing a perfect Kabir, Tulsidas or Swami
Vivekananda moving alive on stage with the
tradition of their ancient days and time. How
easily he can sink down in oblivion throughout
the length of the show is really a lesson for all
who work for anart formin right earnest.

Afew thousand songs are in his possession that
he can perform with his honey sweet voice at
any given point of time recalling from his
memory without bothering for a note pad or a
script for the dialogues.

Shekhar, as far as | could observe him, isa great
human soul in the first place besides being an
incredible thinker, singer and actor. He is well
versed in Hindi, Awadhi, Sanskrit and in many
other branches of Indian language. He was very
well born in the family of his highly attained
parents. Personally | had a long association
with his parents when they used to live in
Raipur of Madhya Pradesh. His father was a
very good musician and a musicologist, and his
mother was a very good Thumri singer. No
wonder why a delectable mix of various
“Rasas” like, Bhakti, Sringar, Prem, Batsalya
plays so delicately in all renderings of Shekar
Sen.

A recent statistics say his musical productions
have reached certain milestones, but | pray to
the almighty that his count takes flight to the
scores of thousands, and Shekhar remains
vibrant in his skills and health and treads the
path that angels fear to go for a minimum of a
century to come.

Pt. Ajoy Chakrabarty
Renowned Classical Vocalist






Dr. N. Rajam

The moment | think of Shekhar Sen, the
theatre personality and musician par excellence, the
picture that comes to my mind is that of the young kid
in shorts coming to receive me at the railway station
whenever | used to go to Raipur for participating in the
music festivals organized by his revered father Pt.
Arun Kumar Sen. | have always seen him as an
enthusiastic kid moving around musicians and the
festival promises during the events.

It makes me very proud to see him grow from
that stage to the stature of an outstanding artist in the
fields of music and theatre. | have had occasions to
witness his masterpieces “Kabeer” and “Saahab”, and
to put it in a nutshell, it was a stunning experience. |
was immensely impressed by his extraordinary talent
both as a musician and actor. His diction, command
over language, depth of his presentation, deep
research into the subject-matter of the play, his ready
wit and humour and the deep values communicated to
the viewers are all simply marvelous. Glued to the
seat, watching him perform on the stage, one becomes
oblivious of time. Only one who is into it would know
what a difficult job it is to sing on the stage and

;;‘;

immediately switch over to speaking. His
performance totally grips the audience and it is indeed
a great pleasure to watch him perform on the stage
with complete involvement. What is particularly
noteworthy is the fact that at a time when values and
standards in the entertainment field is at a discount,
Shekhar has succeeded in providing meaningful
entertainment to viewers upholding high & deep
values and standards of performance. He is indeed
doing a yeoman service in the field of music & theatre
by presenting shows aimed at uplifting mankind.

While thus being superb on stage, he is equally
a master performer off stage too. A conversationalist
par excellence, he makes his listeners laugh their sides
out reaching to his instant and thought provoking
jokes and puns. His sense of humour makes him the
centre of attraction in whatever company he mingles
with. It is a pleasure to be with him watching him
spread happiness and joy all around. Is this not what
every human being craves for ultimately!

Wishing Shekhar all the very best in life
during his Golden Jubilee year and thereafter.

Dr. N. Rajam
Violin Maestro
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Kavita Krishnamurtl

I met Shekhar Sen probably two decades ago. | was a playback
singer, and he was introduced to me as a singer-composer with a very
strong background of classical music and an astonishing mastery over
Hindi. Subsequently on a few occasions we shared the same concert
platform and | also sang a few of his compositions. | have great respect
for his artistry, dedication and individuality. He has evolved into an
artist who has found his true expression in his one man stage portrayals
of Shree Tulsidas, Shree Kabeer (which | had the privilege of
attending) He lives the role of the character he portrays and sings with
great devotion and expression. This could be achieved only by
someone who is passionate about his beliefs, dedicates his life to years
of research and has a complete command over his language. Shekhar
Sen has all these marvelous qualities.

I wish him all the very best in life. He has many more
milestones to conquer and I truly believe that his dedication and
sincerity will lead him down the path of achievement and success.

Kavita Krishnamurti Subramaniam
Noted Playback Singer
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Sonu Nigam

G TS Rl ST T HEThia
JOTHIRTES o T&Y § Hel W Yehe B1d ol
e T o St 3eqa g al o fop
T 3 e TR F FdeRR e O § S
A-Hiftst & ATThE | Je1-hat firerd &
21 -vR Fd TS § (Yo v d et
IRl e oft 7 A ) Bl W s fedt
R v fordl, el el 1ol sHwrcHsh
feoafirat foera gu ues ton safaae o
TR T eft Fre oft T8 S HeRan o 98 T
st g e e |

g IR TG THRAEE A8
e ST ATET RIS s U6 G A1 ¢ |

F, hY Ueh T o A TSiert e o
T o st o 21, 3a1 g¢ A o
TeHAT g ¢ 31 a1 T e v
(a1 " & Rfed ©) TR 38 st
JATCHT, 3101 8 -6 |, 301 |idi 0, $9
T L8 THHT Toh TeRt Hi @1 1 51T, TR
IUYFA SR 1 AT A9 G B @Ter
3T ST H Ueh STEEq TR | 3T bl sl
TR § 9l & R 100 Fiawd @R 39
TS YA Rl ORI 1 et 7 <4 g
TR ST TR 327k 4 Ui, SE g &
T A T2 & 3ok 10 78 FrqUi Sffe 5 A4
Ted ATt T2 B | WS ISt T A
S fR A T AT |

i
GG R A EIRED



A N )
t. &l By e
.luﬂ_\ \_ .._ w fr

-

z
B
;
E
£
.W



Sunali Rathod
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Durgaprasad Mujumdar
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Pt Nayan Ghosh

A composer, lyricist, singer,
playwright, an actor, thinker, a scholar, a social
worker, humorist-combined into one
incredible energy — is how one could describe
this unique personality, Shekhar Sen.

| am fortunate to have known
Shekharbhai since our very young days. He has
been like a younger brother to me and | share a
deep bond with him. I closely knew his great
parents, Dr Arunkumar Sen, a committed
musicologist, composer and educationist and
mother Dr Anita Sen, a thumri exponent par
excellence, an erudite composer and guru. Both
were deep admirers of my late father
Padmabhushan  Pandit Nikhil Ghosh, his
musical genius and his vision and interacted
with him frequently, when Dr. A.K. Sen was
Vice Chancellor of the famed Khairagarh
Music University in Madhya Pradesh.
Meanwhile, as years passed by, | saw
Shekharbhai gradually emerging as a unique
stage personality. | have witnessed his shows on

Kabeer, Vivekananda, Tulsidas and Sahab, and
was wonderfully surprised and moved by the
total impact of each play. In every play he has
conveyed strong messages, all of which could
be instrumental in building a great and modern
India, with its powerful content encompassing
our heritage, culture and ‘Sanskaars’. This in
addition to his acting skills, his singing
prowess, the live synchronizing of songs with
the music, the direction, the stage sets, the
dialogues, the lyrics of the songs and the
composing of every tune is really a superhuman
effort by one individual. Despite all these
talents, what makes him special is his genuine
modesty, simplicity and generosity.

I congratulate him, and as his older
brother, offer him heartfelt blessings, for
completing 50 years in his long life ahead of
him to do immense service to our motherland.

Nayan Ghosh
Sitar & Tabla Maestro
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Subhash Kabra
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Shurjo Bhattacharya

MY SHEKHAR DA - MY INSPIRATION

The day when | stepped in Mumbai,the Very
First Lesson I received from the Eminent Flag-
holders of our Mumbai Music-Industry was
that Without a proper FILMY-TOUCH in
career, it’s just a poorman’s daydream for a
Performer to make a due domain in any form of
Sugam-Sangeet in Mumbai.

Though | did playback for GREAT
COMPOSERS like R.D. BURMAN,SALIL
CHOWDHURY,A.R.RAHMAN, have learnt
music from GREAT GURUS like
PADMABHUSHAN MANNA DEY &
PANDIT AJOY CHAKRABORTTY, but was
missing someone here CLOSE TO MY
HEART,within today’s contemporary (plus
minus 10 years older or younger than
me)performers,who is simultaneously
MAKING A RESPECTED MARK towards
every would be Artistes of today’s music,with
COMMANDING PROFESSIONAL
SUCCESS &CARRYING SEVEN VERY
IMPORTANT QUALITIES TO JUSTIFY
“SAPTASUR”.

As per me those SEVEN QUALITIES
are-

1) VOWN & V. INDIVIDUAL THINKING
IN CREATIVITY.

2) KILLER-INSTINCT IN PERFECTION
WHILE PERFORMING.

3) DEADLIEST DETERMINATION TO
COME OUTOFALLOBSTACLES.

4) SELECTING NON-FILM MUSICASTHE
MOST CHALLENGING AREA,
PRESENTING A LEARNED ARTISTE’S
ESTEEMED VERSATALITY.

5) POSITIONING WISDOM OVER
KNOWLEDGE INPERFORMANCE.

6) COMBINING WRITING, COMPOSING,
SINGING, ACTING, PRODUCING,
DIRECTING, STAGE DESIGNING,
PAINTING UNDER THE SOULFUL
SHADE OF HUMBLENESS, DIGNITY &
MEANINGFULWITS.



7) CONSTANTLY POURING MORAL MESSEGES MEANT
FOR SOCIAL-WELFARE, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY,
BY GIVING LYRICAL-STINT TO PEOPLE’S
DEGENERATING LEVEL OF CONSCIENCE, IN EVERY
PERFORMANCE, WITH A BRAVE HEART, COMBINING
ADIE-HARD LIVEATTEMPT.

FINALLY | FOUND SHEKHAR-DA, OUR
RESPECTED SHRI SHEKHAR SEN, Creating full image for all
my dream milestones, showing me path like a GURU under any
confusion, under any circumstances.

YES, MY SUGAM-SANGEET ARTISTE FRIENDS,
Now I must say, NEVER GET DISAPPOINTED, NEVER MIND
that Filmy-success is the last word of achievement, WE HAVE
GOT OUR BELOVED SHEKHAR-DA in front of us, THE
PATHFINDER OF IDEOLOGICAL-SUCCESS, A DEVOTEE
LIKE “GOSWAMI TULSIDAS” AN OCEAN OF WISDOM
LIKE “SANT KABIR”, THE POWER OF SOUL LIKE “SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA” & AS SIMPLE AS THE V.OWN COMMON-
MAN LIKE IN “SAAHAB” TOWARDS THE JOURNEY TO
THE CENTRE OF ART - THE WAY | HAVE SEEN SHRI
SHEKHAR SEN..... -MY INSPIRATION !

Shurjo Bhattacharya
Playback Singer

Shurjo Bhattacharya, Shekhar Sen & Tushar Bhatia




Prif. R.C. Miehta

Shekhar Sen should be re — named as
Shikher Sen, - ever trying to reach higher
realms of music and acting. He is the most
worthy son of India, of the renowned Sen
family of Raipur, Madhya Pradesh.

I have known him since Shekhar’s
childhood. His father Dr. Arun Kumar Sen was
Vice — Chancellor of IKSV Khairagarh. He
had invited me as a Visiting Professor in
October 1978, when Shekhar was very young
and had started learning music. He, at the
University made a systemative study of
Hindustani Classical Music. During my term
of 3months, several luminaries of Indian Music
& Dance were invited as Visiting Professors, -
Prof. B.R. Deodhar, Dance Damayanti Joshi,
Ustad Halim Jaffer Khan, Ustad Yunus Husain
Khan, etc; they taught senior teachers,
including Dr. Anita Sen, mother of Shekhar
Sen.

Dr. Sen & Mrs. Anita Sen used to come
to Mumbai, taught a number of students. Inthe

meanwhile Shekhar was flowering in his own
way, picking up whatever was suited to his
voice, personality, - from classical and light
music around him.

There was, and is, no comparable
singer, for mono / solo acting, in India.
His Kabeer : his trade-mark : Shekhar gives
the spiritual experience of Kabeer, the Saint,
- belonging both to the Hindu and the Muslim
community. His Vivekanand also speaks of the
spirit of Ramkrishna Paramahansa.

Really, he is now fifty — plus ? At92 +,
I am looking forward to my century. My
blessings to him, he has to project the message
of other Saints of India; in Indiaand abroad, and
look forward to his uncle R.C. Mehta, pacing
towards a century.

| present my deep appreciation to him

by bestowing “Sangeet Shiromani Shree
Shekhar Sen”

Prof. R.C. Mehta

Padmabhushan and Eminent Musicologist






Dhanashri Pandit

"In life's great journey through art and music and
drama I've seen much greatness and talented women
and men but extraordinary genius wrapped in striking
modesty no one can head that list but Shekhar Sen™

Shekharji, the special place you have earned in everyone's heart
is through your radiance as a "complete artiste” taking singing
and acting and writing to unimaginable heights...and your
constant efforts to encourage and promote the art of your fellow
musicians - that kind of generosity of spirit borders on divinity..
My heartfelt wishes to you on this glorious occasion and so
proud and honoured to be on your friend list.

Dhanashri Pandit
Thumri Singer
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Pt Abhijit Banerjee

Shekhar Sen; a name which has been
depicted in the pages of world music with
golden letters. It is a privilege to know this
personality for long Twenty years. During this
span | am fortunate enough to experience the
richness of his on stage performance, his
musical versatility and his generous attitude to
the people with whom he words either on stage
or in the studio. his innovations and creativity in
composing music is really praiseworthy. | feel
honored to share some of my golden moments
of my association with such an artist during his
Bhajan album and in some occasions his
authenticity in using the “Chhattisgarhi folk
music” was highly applauded. To recollect a
small incident in one of his numerious tours to
the United States once he was longing to have
homemade Bengali food, which he cherishes
the most. After immediate completion of the
concert at LA. | arranged for the same and
along with all the team mates went just to have
Bengali food which was prepared by me.
| know it was not as delicious as made by some
professionals yet everyone was surprised at but

enjoyed to the brim. His such tenderness
and politeness towards all his associative
co-workers renders the best out of everybody in
producing wonderful creations and achieving
grand success.

To share more of his global
performances, he has been holding the fame of
trend-setter as a mono act player. Through his
fabulous acting in representing legends,
Kabeer, Tulsi and Vivekananda he has
justifiably earned the fame of being a new
trend-setter in India. His immense command
over languages, rich musical sense and vast
historical knowledge has made him the most
unique in mono acting.

While briefing about him | must not
forget to mention about his parents’ endless and
priceless contribution to the world of Music.
He has rightly, firmly and proudly kept his head
high preserving the rich musical heritage of his
family.

Abhijit Banerjee
Tabla Maestro






Nena-Rajendra Mehta

Many thanks for your letter, regarding
celebrating Bhai Shekhar Sen’s entering second
half of the century of Shekhar Bhai’s life and
publishing a memoir of collection of reaction of
his friends and well wishers.

We have known Shekhar Bhai for
almost 25 years and used to know about his
activities through one of his musicians Shri
Nandy.

He was attached with one Record
Company and used to record his compositions
of light music by co’s artistes apart from
performing all over.

Mumbai is a very hectic Metro City, and
everybody is running around meeting his/her
dead-line. We also became part of the rat-race
and travelling in the country and abroad doing
our Ghazal Concerts, and lost touch with
Shekhar Bhai.

One fine morning we came across an
advertisement about one-man performance on
the life of Saint KABEER by Shekhar Bhai.

He was gracious enough to invite us for
the Concert. The performance was revelation of
another side of Bhai Shekhar’s life.

He must have realized the limitation of
rate-race and choose a whole new Concept. You
can imagine the research and hardwork, Which
he had gone through for Kabeer’s act. | do not
remember of any body else hasdone some thing
like this. Doing 300 shows all over the globe of
Kabeer and many shows of Tulsi and
Vivekanand, is a daunting task. Congrats to
Bhai Shekhar.

Achieving such heights and still
keeping his feet on the ground is the result of his
upbringing. He is the same, simple, humble and
loving Shekhar Sen, whom we have known for
the Last Quarter Century. May God give him
the strength to go on this innovative work and
he with him. Special congratulations to
Shwetaji for looking after the family in the
absence of Shekhar Bhai, when he is on tours,
all over the world.

STET & i AV TR,
Teret =TT 1 hIE WeRl T BT

Neena-Rajendra
Noted Ghazal Singers






Ashit Desal

Shekhar Sen has been a
colleague who goes back many years. It
is my privilege that our association has
remained so strong and wonderful for all
these years and may it continue to do so.
To describe Shekharji and his qualities
in a few words would require a great
deal of articulation. He is a gunijan, a
gharanedaar musician, someone who is
completely non-political and can be
considered an authority on music and
stage performances. He has enthralled
us all with his wonderful acts and | wish
him continued success on stage. For
someone who has so effortlessly

blended music and acting, for someone
who has received rich reviews and
accolades, he has remained amazingly
humble and unassuming.

He has beautifully imbibed the
true qualities that an artist should have
as a human being apart from the talent
and craft.

All I wish for him is great health
and continued wisdom to rise above
mediocrity and crass commercialisation
to give us many wonderful presentations
inyearsto come.

Ashit Desai
Singer & Music Director
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Ashok Banthia
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Padmakar Mishra
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Yagya Sharma

IIER U9 -Teh Raeiagt A ihed

IR B T HTA o 81 T | I8 forad @ e g
g, Tk 39 B9d-B9d &l S | H o1t gt | g fh 376
IR 3T fod | FTifeh SIe S Tehed HTed T dl hid &,
Ao TR o Torelt T =aft o1 AW € ) A TR €,
ANHATE, TRFFR T, FIAhR &, T &, T &, SR HaH
T AT IS TAYE © | 3T, 3779 3ok IT8 olo 3T = foe o
ST, T T 3MIh SR FBTETS 2 |

T, Bt gferen 7 2 o & 2R 89 % o1 5 o ford |
T3 3okt ToReft shatl shY dTehrieh! SR 2T © - 2 o
‘31 eI I, WA | e "o, TR T AR Hem
STRATER T 1 al e &1 e 7o |

TR, Tk STl AT 216k ohl d8E Gl 3h! e Tegfer A
o foreran 2 | gafere, § 9ReR 89 % 9N § S $@ g, Fad
ST 21 g8 | g | AR, el T8t 78 H S9! T8 Fam1
aTEaT g 5 SR 89 At i & i wegfa § off e
RacraeTom gl 7 el FcTeh &1 ST e |

AT Tk IR B o A 8 315y farfaeran 2|
T3 IR T & SR T e ST ST € | Th E - “iaT Rl
3TW WM SR gEE T Fedrel 6 | 3 & TEgE 39
T 3 &1 a1 i SLET & | T aTefl Segfd UehaH TR qe
JTSHTcH eIl & 3R 991 Featal & 968 Jgoget| 3R
TTeh! FHeft IR B B 347 FaeAret ' g ol e ot fas
i 7, 39 Tehedh IR T i 3T i 3G, AR |
STTORT T ST = &1 SOl oh (2T |

I EF TS 1 T & | & 3T TS TTReh! S2Ta
TuTierd el At | TR TSTel =Te T 1 gl A1 gt A,

SHATETAR T aTet 38 Fgd MEH =T & T14e o T & | 954
T TEe! H Teh Tl T8 T2k i §5d A ohl TTsTe T1Td AT
oT| 79 g A = F e A, IeH gEd FAR H
FTCTITEl ST <t oft | 311, 38 ok 3t @ o1 foh g FHR e
T & ST HeRaT | Ao, TR # er 8F i g ol TTict
T AT | TG o G 8 6] e o1 57 g sl W A B | H g
T T o T1 Al 7 he Hehdl, <ok B TATA § oA h
TTSTCT 71T R IREE B A TTSTatt o <R T T2 al, Teh S[ETe TR
Eraceid

JGE ATeehohl NG U < gord ot fomiwar 2 for 3
39 T 3okt TEGA A © | el oft g, gorelt ofi e ofi
forarenTa Wi e | 9a H el @ Uk aid [T age Rt | (3R
STTTeh! TET 6 IEL0T o1 SN THS 7 AR RI a1 Forar T aht,,
T THSA ) |

T3 I ATeehi T el T8l FTaT 9HE ¢ | 3T el
7 off o8 Ueh g5, STel el T % FRAR 93 8 | 3 U shehg 33T
T H Ul & S HTSE $oh W SIS AT & - ST | IR
B o T ATl A1eeh ohl TEqd i 3epe @ | ifeh, HSHaT g,
T T Shohg Usehl ohT ShTH TG T oh oTel! a1 ot Hehd | heflt
A B % AT T2Ee ot 9 | 3T, G AT 1 Ueh F2Ee
TICHhR &l hef X oh =1 o 3H T&T ohl GHe! Fehal 9T |

v i R B, AR A9 TEEE S I =T
TTEAT| =T HT 7 ik Aok [Yeetid St W |
TorEa g STRHId W] | 9, 3774 3¢k fodmel § e dam
TRgzm |

77 vt

fererra SRR



Suryabala

M ot Gore fererar ® sues o2 5 v’

ot oft s Tope oft T foh g ot aren o ot fomar? e har?
o6 U 81 Te

EHEIEEH|
I Y BRI =T o6 7
TET TS 7, TrEX T 1 2l T U=

AR U TR . . . 3 yeft gorg, T foF o
gfad, WM, I, e

3194 % gt %ol shl ¥

Rl § SATE1 Gg T @

Top wrer 21 gataa, v« & TTeRTied

Sy ! Toh | 8 T=E
I H I
o=, Toremi, @ S oft 21 9ieR <l aXE & 51 ue

&I AT




Sameer Mandol

-

/(>

6 [ <o ¢o AT WS T TP IR T 49 TH OR AT @A S WL W=
el i i i o T e e G e v i R e B S e C S B o

2] WEE WE A A THE W SR WEE WA T G e 9y e e e mi

o5 Wb TR W SESER (R A S @B T WA GEE A9 qEE S TWE R

aH - TR T N eessE gae HfEEeEE e 43 3RE B T SR weerE =i

Rirsmrera fredn wa 3 rorm 3EE e 1 WeE s @A 49 s W a9 @

T WG
T2 2103

31k Tort T e v e s ferereat oh 1 Rl o G aieTi fpan Stran @ o st e @ A |

TG B U Feed SHH &, FeATHR & | Tohan Tiete 211 fredt, sa fomer # sre g fm o st g i 2|

TR T IR ST T AT AT R 7 AR foh S ot Uk ST for o w0 8 e foben 2, e -

TR o SRS ohT TSI T = 5h IS 2 ST T & O ok o1l H g il Y feTU I T, {ehet i ST iredi 2 |
+. TR b SR |

ot ferfTse T = SR fer o o fofet ot Tt T & 3101 a1l b1 SHTTH R &, e HiE A e |

ST STe] 2 TR eTaT ok i 7t 53] & 37k fore €Tty shrer |

gHR HeeT
CLCIGRCEEILS



D

Ugelt BR oves amaT H, g, i a af¥ga

fereT 29 7 ugene fourferm Sft & |




Madhusudan Agrawal
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Sangesta Shankar
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Supriya Jhunjhunwala

Shekhar bhaiya...
Happy fiftieth birthday
I've known you since | was three | think...

You've known me longer though, many
of my childhood antics have been narrated to me
by you, specially how you became our brother.
Your parents and my parents were great friends
so much so that your dad bought an apartment in
the building we lived in and my parents became
your local guardians.

You've always been my favourite brother
I remember keeping aside the largest, most
glittering (and in retrospect gaudiest) rakhees
with sponges and tinsel on them for you; playing
and cheating at carom and monopoly and most
importantly, your role as my first music guru
where you had to bribe us with jokes just to get us
through a class. Thirty years later the jokes
haven’t changed some of them (unfortunately)
have even found their way into your new play
saahab but the boy we knew has turned into an
extraordinary, yet humble artist, reflective
philosopher and exceptional human being who
had the courage to follow his convictions.

Asstory you narrated to me has had a profound
impact on governing my life choices. While
struggling to keep your first play "Tulsi' afloat
you and Shewta Bhabhi had to sell everything
and almost ended up selling your only home in
Mumbai. Fortunately or unfortunately the
buyer had seen Tulsi' and refused to be
responsible for the “ghor mahapaap” of taking
away the roof over your head.

When asked by someone “why take
such a huge risk” you said that “people are not
going to remember me because of where I live
but because of what | did”. And what a legacy
you have already created. Four of the most
stirring, soulful and introspective plays of our
era.

But personally | think the greatest
contribution you make is by just being the
person you are and | feel blessed for having
you and Shweta Bhabhi in my life.

Here’s to the next fifty...

With warmest regards

Gullu
(Supriya Geetanjali Radheshyam Jhunjhunwala)

» Ps. Please stop singing “meri behanaa hoti re” in 'saahab’. Are main hoon na!!!






Chhaya Ganguli

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, SHEKHAR!

In this fond tribute CHHAYA
GANGULI, Asst Station Director MKktg,
Doordarshan, Mumbai, or "Didi" as Shekhar
calls her, highlights what makes her brother
truly special

Way back in the '80s when 1 first heard
Shekhar Sen singing compositions seeped in
“bhakti ras” at the HMV studio, | was
enchanted by his moving rendition and very
impressed by his simple, effortless and
effective oratory.

My second opportunity to discover yet
another facet of this multi-dimensional genius
came , when | was invited to sing for the HMV
recording of the' Sampoorna Sundarkand', for
which Shekhar was the composer. The ease
with which he recreated a Raag Kirwani
composition almost overnight to suit my scale
and pitch told me very clearly that Shekhar was
gifted with extraordinary talent.

This was the fortunate beginning of a
tremendously fulfilling and heartwarming
bond that has only grown over these two
decades. | remember how gently and eloquently
Shekhar interviewed the brilliant but shy

saxophone wizard the late Shri Manohorida, in
chaste Hindi over 15 episodes of the' Sangeet
Sarita' programme broadcast over the Vividh
Bharati Service. | remember Shekhar coming to
my rescue whenever | needed a composition, a
top notch performer, or even guidance about
any musical production. What | remember most
of all is that Shekhar neither said “No”, nor did
he ever fail to deliver exactly what | wanted.

For my production “Raag Roop Rang
Bhakti Ras Ke Sang”staged at the N.C.P.A., he
even walked out of a hospital bed to do his 15-
minute act, leaving me very grateful and totally
amazed by his dedication and staunch
commitment to the belief that the show must go
on. To date, there have been innumerable
variations of Shekhar's role in my workaday
world at the Vividh Bharati Service,
Doordarshan, or elsewhere as script writer,
composer, singer, presenter etal.

I have always been a passionate student
in life's varied classrooms. By the grace of God,
I have also met and had long associations with
some of the greatest performing artistes and
Gurus.Today, | count Shekhar as one of my
most valued associates and teachers whose



home has the magical ambience of music, literature,
painting,great food, cooked by him or wife Shweta
and spiced with Shekhar's incredible sense of humour.

In a Bollywood- smitten metro like Mumbai,
Shekhar Sen with his stupendous achievements ,
global presence and yet, total humility is like an
indispensible bridge between lasting values and the
lay person who can only understand home-truths
dressed in attractive and aesthetic' edutainment'
packages.

What is truly remarkable is that Shekhar's
mental canvas is unbound and abundant. He listens to
all forms of world music, loves entertaining, makes
time to call or visit a friend in need and yet finds time
to plan for the next Choupaal, paint, teach, compose,
or write yet another super-successful play in which he
will emote, sing and leave an everlasting impression
on your psyche by the impact of his multiple skills.

Therefore, 1 know for sure that anyone (and
this includes me) who meets, or views a production of
this colossal and yet so co-operative artiste can never,
ever forget Shekhar Sen.

(Astold to Shailaja Ganguly)

Chhaya Ganguli
Playback Singer
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Aok Pathak

Whenever, | meet this naughty
childhood friend, memory goes back to the day
when | first met him. Thin, short but
indomitable. Innocent looks were damn
deceptive. Anurag was his name. A good singer,
definitely the bestin St Paul's School at Raipur.

| was however, more impressed by his
acting. When caught by Principal, he could
instantly bring tears and a story that would often
get him to class without a warning. Entire history
class he would narrate me Ranu's latest novel,
looking straight at the teacher. His jokes, very
original, always brought instant smile, yet when
teacher asked for explanation, innocent face
00zing sincerity could save him but not me!

We were good at bunking class. He
always had some original ideas to do so. Then |
paddled him around on bicycle while he used to
mimic all teachers, and our most favourite, the
principal Mrs Chaudhari. I do not recall him ever
sad or emotional except when he was acting.

We remained good friends. | saw him
growing to a great singer, actor, writer, director
and now painter. The goodness in him remained
the same, full of joy, life and friendship.

And, yes, | have never found him
pessimist during our 44 years of friendship. His
journey from Anurag to Shekhar Sen had many
challenges that some times scared me, but for
someone as crazy as Anurag, nothing could stop
him from fulfilling his dreams.....

Very few are as lucky as | am, 44 years of
golden moments, full of fun. Deep down in my
heart 1 am consciously aware that, his oft
repeated sentence "Naukari mein no curry - Jobs
are without curry" may have influenced my own
course of life. I don't know how many more lives
he may have changed/influenced but I am certain
that through Kabeer, Tulsi, Vivekanand and
Saahab - he changed course of theatre, artists and
reminded many of us how to lead a simple and
good life!

Alok Pathak
class fellow & a very dear friend
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Sema Pathak
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Miradula Bansal
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Shobha Degpak Singh

YOUR HUMOROUS SELF

Shekhar Sen-

It was at the end of April 1998 or early
May 1999 that | happened to see a production
by Samagam titled Kabeer. | was bowled over
by the show- the technique, the solo show
interpreting all the characters; not to mention
the nature of the content that had a message for
all religions. | bought the soundtrack of the
show and listened to it all the time. My mind
was made up that the Kendra should sponsor the
show.

But since Shekharjee was going to be in
Delhi for another day | requested him to meet
me in my office the following day. He was
agreeable and we found the available dates in
Kamani and locked in the dates available were
which were 4" and 5" May 1999. The Kendra
staged Kabir and Tulsi to an audience who had
never seen anything like this.

Shekharji and us have shared a
wonderful relationship. His sense of humour is
exemplary and he has a bagful of jokes for
every occasion. In fact no conversation with

him complete without humorous interjections.
And as Oscar Wilde said “It isa curious fact that
people are never so trivial as when they take
themselves seriously.”

But importantly, Shekharji is a
wonderful human being, generous to the core
and his company has always been seriously
intellectual on the one hand and rib-splittingly
humorous on the other.

We have had the good fortune of staging
his shows at many events. The quality of the
offerings are so profound that | derive newer
meanings in them.

Over the years, | have seen many
successful artists. But | have yet to meet a
person who has achieved the success as
Shekharji and yet remained totally humble at
hismoment of glory.

On this very auspicious occasion,
Deepak and | wish him happiness and
prosperity; and more importantly; may his
wings of creativity soar to yet loftier heights.

Shobha Deepak Singh
Bharteey Kala Kendra, Delhi






Devendra Mantri

My dear Shri Shekharji,

We always cherish our relationship as an intimate friend and
itisatreatto see your performancesas aunique artist.

Tanuja joins me in wishing you, in advance, on the landmark
day of your 50th birthday on 16th February 2011.

May God continue to bless you with innovative ideas and
inspiration to spread his message of spiritual development and
upliftment of the values in mankind.

Devendra Mantri
Sangit Kala Mandir, Kolkata







Harish Nayak

A JOURNEY OF FRIENDSHIP.

One morning way back in 1993,
| received a call from my brother Ramesh that
he would be bringing some guests from India
for dinner. | told my wife to start cooking as
Ramesh was coming home for dinner. Those
days we used to look forward to share some
good times with anyone who came to USA from
India. That evening when my brother Ramesh
came with his guest Shekhar Sen, little did we
know that this visit was going to be a long
memorable journey of friendship and
relationship. A few days later, my brother
Ramesh had to go on a conference out of
Washington, so he said that he would drop
Shekhar at our house for the next few days.

His wit and sense of humour really kept
us in stitches, but most of all he got along so
well with all of us. Our 9 month old daughter
took an instant liking for him as he would show
her card tricks and while he taught me Bengali
cooking, later our daughter named him
‘cooking singer'. Then in 1995 again we had the
good fortune of spending more time with him
while he traveled in and out of Washington to
perform in different states of USA.

We would often go to watch his
performances in New Jersey and the
neighboring states and all his performances
were received with standing ovation.

And on our return late at nights Shekhar
would keep us awake with his songs, witty
extempore jokes, and by his acting talents to
make sure that no one falls asleep while | was
driving.

Then in 1997 he brought his parents
(who were extraordinarily delightful souls) to
the US and combined this leisure trip with
“Geet Ramayan” performances. When the 3
maestro's got together, their versatile singing
transported us to the actual Ramayana era. His
unexceptional and unparalleled dedication to
his parents is a phenomenon worth mentioning.
Shekhar cut down on his shows for the next
couple of yearsto take care of his ailing parents.

In this age and era it is hard to find such
multifaceted talents combined in any one
person. God has been extra gratifying to
Shekhar in finding a truly devoted wife in
Shweta. In 2007 when Shekhar came on a
vacation to USA with Shweta and Saurabh, we



spent some great good times with them and
last year in 2010 Shekhar, Shweta and
Saurabh visited my hometown Udupi and
we spent some quality time together.

Shekhar's melodious singing
touches not only your hearts, but remains
in your soul forever. Whenever we
watched his shows, whether in the US or in
India, at the end of every show we have left
the theater with a feeling of wanting to
watch it again. His tremendous art of
writing is worth admiring. Not only
singing has become so much a part of our
life, but he and his family have become
part of our family now.

I consider Shekhar as my younger
brother, and take this opportunity along
with my wife Jyoti and daughter Meghna
to wish him a VERY HAPPY 50™
BIRTHDAY. May GOD bless him with
lots of good health, wealth and prosperity.

Harish & Jyoti Nayak
(Washington D.C. U.S.A)
Close Friend




Dr. Kinnarl Bakshi

What can | say about Shekhar Sen, is the
question. From the first time | met him, | saw
him as the most down to earth person. My
encounter was as a coordinator cultural
program in 1993. All the other participants were
well known singers, dancers. But we had not
heard of Shekhar Sen. He was with Anuradha
Podwal. Unlike the rest of them Shekhar had
both his feet on the ground. He stayed away
fromall the lime light.

As | got know him more | saw a humble
man that wanted to do justice to his talent &
wanted to make it available to all the people in
India who did not have the access to the city
amenities. His unique sense of humor has
brought him closer to everyone he meets. When
you meet him one would think he is a stand up
comedian. And yes that’s the talent he has taken
to the highest level by creating his one man acts.
To me he has been man of principles. Not to be
blinded by Bollywood. Even though he could

easily be part of it. Behave like an ordinary
human being and yet take music & acting to
another level. To take care of parents like
Shravan Kumar. To honor parents dream &
make every effort to carry it forward. Not to
have the ego with which all the artists walk
with. To take life as a matter of fact. To keep
family time every chance he gets. Every time
we have been to Mumbai Shekhar has made
sure that we are comfortable. His car @ our
disposal, his cell phone for our use and food
ready whenever we wanted. Shekhar is a
talented man is to say the least but he is a warm
hearted friend to all, loving husband, caring
father, obedient son & much more than what my
words can describe, but a man that anyone
would like to be around at any given time.
Happy 50th to you and may you be around for a
long time to do what you do best—putasmile on
every face that comes near you.

Dr. Kinnari Bakshi
(Phildelphia, USA)
Family Friend & Art Lover






Dr. Kalind Baksh

Fame is like stars, bright & shiny but it
is the moon that sheds a cool, peaceful light
—Shekharji Similarly is unassuming, innocent-
giving peace and joy to every life he touches. A
true artist, humanitarian & an unwavering love
for the motherland & the Hindu culture. He
thinks, studies, researches, churns, extracts the
essence — but then, he composes & creates -- &
he delivers the highest form of art by solo
efforts --& the message comes through ! He
carries & embodies the great saints with their
messages —when the make up ison, one Indeed
bows down -- & then ,in the dressing room,
Shekharji becomes indeed a loving, smiling
,and a cuddly human who walked his walk, but
with the message & lighting many lamps on the
way !

When we hosted his parents--- my
parents have fond memories of the trio-with
Geet Ramayan performance.He even fulfilled

my mother’s wishes to sing to her his Krishna
bhajan ! He is like a brother & a friend who has
kept us connected to our motherland Bharat and
the ancient culture.

Shekharji, 50 is just the beginning ! We
will continue to cheer you for another 50!

Ek Chandki tamanna thi,

kiwoh sitara bun jaye---

par lakhon chamakaronmain
Roshni kahaan ?

Aur sitaron main to doori hoti hai,
chand ka apanapan kahan ?

Un sitaron main kalaa bhi kahaan—
jochhipjayeusha ke pahale kiran par !
Magar chand wabhi

jo Shekhar ki tarah,

abhivandit kare, suraj ke saath,
suprabhat nav-nirmaan ko !

Dr. Kalind Bakshi

(Phildelphia, USA)
Dear Friend & Art Lover






K etki Parikh

LIFE WORTH CELEBRATING

Although six years of acquaintance is
not a long period to make a life long impression
on someone, for a person like Shekharji, six
days also is more than enough. Knowing
Shekharji is an honor and privilege for Tushar
and me.

| met Shekharji in 2003. | remember the
first time | heard his CD “Kabeer”, | couldn't
believe my ears. | was overjoyed as if | had
found a jewel. | was very eager to see the
performance in my next trip to India. When |
saw “Kabeer”, | made up my mind to share the
pleasure of this performance with audiences in
the USA. Shekharji is a great actor, composer,
writer, director, singer, but above all, he is a
great person. | feel very fortunate that he has
trusted me to promote his plays in the USA. We
have done two tours in the past five years, both
of which have been incredible, rewarding
experiences.

With his simplicity, incredible spiritand
great sense of humor, he is able to intrigue all
who come in contact with him. His eternal

optimism and selfless nature touches
everyone's heart around him. Ultimately, |
admire the purity of his heart, love for life and
concerns for humanity.

I remember one day in Boston when a
friend of mine, Chandu Shah, was driving us
around in the MIT and Harvard area. All three
hours of the drive consisted of jokes from
Chandu and Shekharji in their own unique
style. The ability to tell jokes and stories were
among the many talents of Shekharji. On the
occasion of mine and Tushar's 25" anniversary,
both Shekharji and Shwetaji recorded a song
with a lovely message and sentittousasaDVD
gift, which we will cherish for the rest of our
lives. We share some very fond memories with
Shekharji and Shwetaji. Every visit from them
isaspecial one.

On the occasion of Shekharji's 5oth
birthday, Tushar and I wish him many happy
and healthy years ahead.

Ketki Parikh, Chicago
Well-wisher & art promoter
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Reva Sethi
Bobby Stthi

Shekharda, we are truly fortunate to have
beenasmall part of your 50 Glorious Years!

You came into our lives with your radiance
and warmth and now share a special bond which
we will always treasure.

Your achievements in these 50 years is for
all to see, but it has been quite arevelation as to how
you have done so much and our salutations for
every stepping stone in your life.

Your multi faceted talents particularly
intrigue us, that whatever you do is perfect, like
your culinary talent--- the pickles you make, are
finger licking! Your paintings and the thought that
goes behind each painting has such substance.

On the funnier side we also saw you shrink
from humpty dumpty to sleek!

We would like to mention that your visits
are always a pleasure, and you leave behind such
profound thoughts by narrating interesting
anecdotes in your life.

You have significant contribution in our
lives and many lives. You have been a giver not
only materially but through your humility, loyalty,
commitment and support. Having been closely
associated with the classical music world and the

legends for almost 40 years, we have not come
across anyone who would come at almost the
middle of the night, hold our hands and say “I AM
WITH YOU” and support the Festival with a
generous contribution, which you personally made
for the success of our efforts, this unforgettable
gesture will always be deeply embedded in our
thoughts and will remain with us forever.

Your soul stirring performances and your
singing which touches the heart is spellbinding. We
recall having taken a friend from across the border
to see Kabir and he wept, and said this Classic and
remarkable show he has never seen before. He
carried the music back with him and treasures it
with pride.

One finds gems like you only once in a
lifetime. God bless you and may the “Saint” in you
take youto greater heights.

We will always cherish our relationship
with you and Shweta Bhabhi as you are God's gift
tous.

"Tu shaheen hai, parvaz hai kamtera,
tere samne aasmaan aur bhi hein”

Deep affection and Regards,

Reva Sethi & Bobby Sethi
Kala Sangam, Mumbai
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Navgopal Roy
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Dr. V. Balarama Murty

Dear Shekhar:

It gives me a great pleasure to realize the great impact
you made in the cultural scene of India and Indians all over in a
short time and endeared yourself to one and all. | still remember
your first visit to our Temple and how the audience fell in love
with your songs on Kabir and Krishna. Some of them remind me
eventoday atthe Temple.

We both wish you many many happy returns for the 50th
birth day and pray God for his blessings to give you long life,
good health and happiness to carry on your mission for a long
long time. All the very best...

Dr. V. Balarama Murty (Mama)
Lakshmi Vempaty (Mami)
Detroit USA







Dr. D.K. Ghosh

SEKHAR AS | HAVE SEEN THROUGH THE YEARS

In my life, three persons still occupy with
all possible influence of love, affection and extra-
ordinary individual qualities, albeit each one in
different areas of professional expertise, of being
remembered long after they have left for their
heavenly abode. One of them is Dr. Arun Sen
whom | first met in 1967, in Raipur, soon after |
had joined Khairagarh University. | was a
bachelor that time and availed of the first week-
end to visit Raipur where | had two of my old
friends one of whom was Mr. KK Shrivastava, a
widely known personality, who is also no more
with us. That time he was in the Raipur University
now Ravishankar University. KK (as he was
popularly known), in the course of general
discussion, mentioned that since | am in
Khairagarh, | should take the earliest opportunity
of meeting Dr. Arun Sen. Apparently, both had
good relationship and therefore, | was given a
prior brief about Dr. Sen which was of course
good. So, | leftto see Dr. Arun Sen

That was a late afternoon when | knocked
at the door of Dr. Sen, Principal, Kamala Devi
Sangit Mahavidyalaya, at his official residence
in the College Campus at Gandhi Chowk.
Charmed with his usual open smile and natural
warmth of heart, | felt being at home in no time.
And then, how could one miss meeting the
charming Dr. Mrs Anita Sen, a versatile
individual with lots of qualities of art, music and
management. | recall that when | met her, she was

busy learning Piano from an Australian visitor.
Over the years, they became  more personal
realities of an elder brother —Senda and Boudi-(
Bhabi) than official relations. My wife and my
children always considered them as parts of our
family.

As | started talking to Dr. Sen, came in a
naughty -look like little boy whom Dr. Sen
introduced as his younger of the two sons. And
that was Sekhar. He had just returned from school
with a bag at his back looking at me and trying to
perhaps dissect my personality ie what sort of
man | could be. Incidentally, that was also the
month of February of 1967, which means he was
that time only Seven years old. So, | have known
Sekhar for 43 years.

Rather sooner than normal, Sen family
became part of my family for thereafter whenever
I visited Raipur till I left Khairagarh University in
1985, to join IIT Bombay, | always stayed with
them enjoying a full family environment, away
from my family of mother, sister and brothers in
Jabalpur where | was in the University before
joining Khairagarh. For obvious reasons, | had
opportunities of seeing, observing and interacting
with Sekhar from time to time ever since he was
seven.And | have watched him growing.

True to the old adage that morning shows
the day, any one who had observed Sekhar in his
very early years had at least felt that the boy



would some day steer through the obstacles of life and
would reach some place of prominence. That indeed he has
by now through his one after creations which have won
admiration of all alike-from a large population.
Conceiving, writing, composing, singing and acting all by
one single individual is certainly rare. Rarer still is the
quality of duty that he and his wife Sweta happily
performed in looking after his ailing parents keeping and
making them comfortable with all possible comforts till
they breathed their last.

Another quality that every individual need to have
in the context of harsh realities of life is the endurance of
facing and meeting challenges of odds of life particularly
when both parents needed support. In contrast, | cannot
but to remember stories like one seen in the ‘Bagwan’
movie.

Turning to the professional talents of Sekhar
combining lots of creative qualities which perhaps for the
first time any one has done, sustained and succeeded
nationally and internationally. Besides,such efforts
required lots of courage to go public.

Coming back to some incidents during his
boyhood, I recall two incidents. One was when he was in
standard sixth. One day,entering home after his school,
Sekhar asked his mother: What are the requisite attributes
that one should have to be a good Chief Minister? Not
knowing what and how to answer to such a vexed and
totally unexpected question, his mother was a little taken
aback asking him why he was asking such a question to
which he said, in the Gandhi Maidan which was right in

front of the College building, there was a public meeting
and one politician was casting aspersions on the then CM
saying that the incumbent was not the right man for he did
not possess the right attributes. What apparently prompted
Sekhar to ask such a question was the said politician never
mentioned the attributes that the current CM should have
possessed.

The other incident was of a different kind.
Observing his general intelligence and dynamism, | had
suggested that since Sekhar had the potential of
becoming a good IAS officer, he should target that and get
mentally ready right from now. Both the parents wanted
me to talk to him about that. When | talked to him, his
immediate answer was that he was not destined to serve.
He would himself like to be a Master employing people. |
still remember the strength of his language that he had
used to say these words, and | appreciated that. And
therefore, it was interesting for me to watch Sekhar
growing in life struggling to reach a good heightin lifeina
very distinctive line.

Now that he is Fifty, | am sure with more
experience and knowledge, he will contribute yet many
more creations for the society and that would be good to
watch and admire.

All the Best to Sekhar, Sweta and their only child-
sweet Saurav.

Dr. D.K. Ghosh
Senior Educationist & Uncle
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Ravindra Jain
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Dr. K. Janaswami
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